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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE held on 7 March 2011 at 
the Vernon Institute, Church Road, Saughall 
 
In attendance:  Councillor DF Holman 
 Councillor WI Humphrey 
 Councillor Mrs J Johnson 
 Councillor JG Johnson 
 Councillor Mrs J Knox 
 Councillor Mrs JE Storrar 
 Councillor Mrs D Whitton 
 Councillor Mrs JM Young (in the Chair) 
 
19. APOLOGIES FOR AUTHORISED ABSENCE 
 
 All Members of the Committee were in attendance at the meeting. 
 
20. CODE OF CONDUCT – DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
 No declarations of interest were received. 
 
21. MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED:  
 
 That the Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on 7 February 2011 be 

confirmed as a correct record. 
 
22. OUTSTANDING ISSUES 
 
 Woodside Farm remained an outstanding issue.  Councillor Mrs JM Young provided 

an update and agreed to get in touch with the Enforcement Officer. 
 
23. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
 The Committee considered the following planning application submitted to Cheshire 

West and Chester Council, the Planning Authority and formulated its comments on 
it as follows: 

 
 11/00440/FUL 
 Proposal: Demolition of existing garage and new two storey extension to side 
 Location:  Tanglewood, 6 Meadowcroft, Saughall 
 
 “Objection – over intensive use of the site.  The property has been the subject of 

three successful planning applications previously.” 
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24. PLANNING DECISIONS 
 
 The Committee noted the following planning decision made by Cheshire West and 

Chester Council, the Planning Authority: 
 
(a) Application No. 10/13007/FUL 

  Proposal:  First floor side extension 
  Location:  14 Fiddlers Lane, Saughall 

 
“Application permitted.” 

 
25. BLACON STUDENT VILLAGE 
  
 This proposed development was outside of the parish and in its infancy.  It would 

not be discussed unless there were implications for Saughall identified and it looked 
like becoming a reality.  

 
26. DEMONSTRATION ON ELECTRONIC CONSULTATION WITH THE PLANNING 

SERVICE - TRAINING SESSION - 16 MARCH 2011 
 

The Clerk had received an email on 3 March 2011 from Emma Stevens at Cheshire 
West and Chester Council which she had copied to Members.  It read as follows: 
 

“You are invited to attend a Demonstration on Electronic Consultation with 
the Planning Service. 

  
Cheshire West and Chester have addressed feedback on timeliness and 
completeness of information made available to Town and Parish Councils. 
In-keeping with the Councils drive to provide effective and efficient customer 
service we therefore are changing to electronic methods of consultation.  

  
From the 1st April 2011 Cheshire West and Chester Planning Department 
will no longer be issuing paper consultations/decisions to consultees, 
including yourselves. 

  
By engaging with us electronically you help to make our service more 
efficient and customer focussed as well as ensuring you get all of the 
information you want when you want it. 
 
In the past information has been mainly paper-based which in its nature is 
not only costly, but not always timely. 
 
By using the new Public Access system which goes live in April 2011 you will 
have all the information you need to perform your duties at the touch of a 
button making your processes more efficient and easier to carry out. 

 
To assist you with this transition we will be demonstrating both the new 
process and also ICT equipment at sessions at Backford Hall on the 16th 
March 2011. 
 
The first session will be 10am -12am 
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The second session 2pm - 4pm. 
 

Tea and Coffee will be provided on arrival. 
 

If you are unable to attend, further sessions are being planned. 
 

Please can you reply to jane.brown@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk by 
email by Monday the 14th March 2011 to indicate which session you will be 
attending and how many people from your Town and Parish Council will be 
joining you.” 

 
Members discussed this proposal at length declaring themselves unimpressed. 
They were against the proposal and were disappointed over the lack of consultation 
on it.  They considered that what was being proposed was of no benefit to the 
Council and would hinder debate.  The system did not appear to be customer 
friendly.  Some Members did not have computers and were not IT literate.  There 
were issues over the printing of plans.  Members and the Clerk were unable to 
attend the Demonstration on Electronic Consultation with the Planning Service. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Clerk be requested to inform the Planning Authority that the Council 
objects strongly to the proposal to consult parish councils on planning proposals by 
electronic means for the reasons set out above. 


